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RECENT EVENT
 

The Moral Dimensions of Economic Life: Cross-Regional Perspectives
Workshop co-funded by the University of Leeds, the Oxford School of Global
and Area Studies and the EASA Network Funding.
St Antony’s College, University of Oxford, 22 March 2019

Convenors: Nicolette Makovicky (University of Oxford), Jörg Wiegratz
(University of Leeds) and Dimitra Kofti (Panteion University)
 
 
Forming the culmination of three previous workshops dedicated to the moral
dimensions of economic life in Eastern Europe, Russia and Eurasia (Oxford,
20-21 March 2019) and in Africa (Uppsala and Cologne, 14-15 June 2018 and
8-9 November 2018), this workshop sought to take a first step towards
overcoming area studies “silos” via fostering cross-regional, comparative
dialogue and research about the moral dimensions of capitalism, the historical
grounded “globality” of its dominant moral order and the dynamics of
contestation by people and social movements. This one-day workshop
followed straight after the end of “The moral dimensions of economic life in
Eastern Europe, Russia and Eurasia” workshop where discussions included
themes on work, production and trade, entrepreneurship, household, debt,
migration and religion and brought out discussions about approaches to moral
economy, political economy and about doing ethnography in the context of
global capitalism.   
The format of the workshop was discussion-based; the three sessions focused
around the key questions “why, what, and how” of global, comparative moral
economy scholarship. The invited speakers presented short position papers
grounded in issues that were followed by responses of a panel of discussants
and the audience. There were 25 participants from all career levels working on
different regions. The majority were anthropologists, but the workshop also
drew participants from the fields of sociology, regional studies, and political
science. We aim to publish our discussions in the form of a Journal Theme
Section.

IN FOCUS

“Cashlessness: A Look at Life on the Margins of a Digitalizing Economy”

In this episode of AnthroPod guest producers Camilla Ida Ravnbøl and Marie Kolling
explore the impact of digitalizing economies on communities that are poor and
highly cash dependent. The episode focuses on Ravnbøl's research with Roma
migrants, who live in homelessness in Denmark and who earn their cash income
from the deposit on refundable bottles and cans. It takes the listener on a journey to
Denmark’s largest music festival, the Roskilde Festival, which went cashless in
2017, on par with current developments in Denmark where more than 80 per cent of
all transactions are already cashless. The Roma refund collectors were at first
excluded from the economy at the festival, which provides a vital revenue for them
and their families in Romania. But the festival is also trying to accommodate them,
and the episode explains how. Ravnbøl and Kolling discuss the limitations that a
cashless economy presents to cash-dependent groups as well as some unforeseen
advantages.

Camilla Ida Ravnbøl and Marie Kolling are postdoctoral research fellows on the
anthropological research project "After money what is debt?": Indebted Urban Poor
Households in Emerging Cashless Economies.

In addition to the ethnographic podcast, two bonus episodes are available with
Atreyee Sen, associate professor in anthropology at the University of Copenhagen
and principal investigator on the project and Gustav Peebles, associate professor in
anthropology at The New School in New York. Sen and Peebles provide a global
outlook on the issues discussed in the episode.

 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS, EDITED VOLUMES, AND SPECIAL ISSUES

Carrier, James G. (ed.). 2019. A
Research Agenda for Economic
Anthropology. Cheltenham: Edward
Elgar.
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/a-
research-agenda-for-economic-
anthropology
 

Dockès, Pierre. 2019. Le
Capitalisme et ses rythmes, quatre
siècles en perspective. Tome I: Sous
le regard des géants. Tome II:
Splendeurs et misère de la
croissance. Paris: Classiques
Garnier.
https://classiques-garnier.com/le-
capitalisme-et-ses-rythmes-quatre-
siecles-en-perspective-tome-i-sous-
le-regard-des-geants-1.html

https://classiques-garnier.com/le-
capitalisme-et-ses-rythmes-quatre-
siecles-en-perspective-tome-ii-
splendeurs-et-misere-de-la-
croissance.html 

Makrides, Vasilios N. and Katerina
Seraidari (eds.). 2019. Special issue
Christianisme Orthodoxe et
Economie dans le Sud-Est Européen
Contemporain (Orthodox Christianity
and the Economy in Contemporary
South-East Europe). Seven articles
in the English and French
languages. Archives de Sciences
Sociales des Religions 185.
https://journals.openedition.org/assr/
39002

Siniscalchi, Valeria and Krista
Harper (eds.). 2019. Food Values in
Europe. New York: Bloomsbury
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/food
-values-in-europe-9781350084773/

Sischarenco, Elena. 2019.
Encountering Entrepreneurs: An
Ethnography of the Construction
Business in the North of Italy.
Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge
Scholars.
This book shows the daily life of
businessmen in a particularly
productive area of Northern Italy,
Lombardy. It provides insights into
their business, entrepreneurialism,
and of them as individuals, allowing
the reader to immerse themselves in
these businessmen’s world, full of
plans, ideas, hopes, and failures in
the struggle to survive during a time
of economic recession.
The book is now available for
purchase with a 20% discount if you
order it through  
https://www.cambridgescholars.com/
encountering-entrepreneurs – use
the discount code
CONSTRUCTION20
 

Journal of Business Anthropology
(2019) 8 (1).
Free access from:
https://rauli.cbs.dk/index.php/jba/issu
e/view/770

PERSPECTIVES, NOTES AND QUERIES
 
Economic anthropology and the Capitalocene: A second chance?

The concept of the Anthropocene has become a popular vehicle for
designating our contemporary ecological predicament. Critical anthropologists,
dissatisfied both with the renewed supremacy it accords to humans and with
the idea that humanity can be represented as a unitary actor, have sought
alternatives. Capitalocene has been gaining in popularity as a way to
designate the relationship between ecological crisis and the contemporary
mode of accumulation. What hides behind Capitalocene is, however, less
clear. It treats the epochal shift that we are witnessing not simply as a human-
induced process, but as a result of historically specific social relations of
production, distribution and exchange. However, it does little to clarify what it
means to see capitalism as an ecological phenomenon. Capitalocene is a
concept intuitively appealing to those who would like to signal that ecological
struggles must necessarily be carried out under the anti-capitalist banner. Yet,
analytically and politically, different understandings of capitalism are likely to
see different structural processes as responsible for the historically specific
relationships between human and non-human forms of life.

Anthropology has a long-standing preoccupation with human–environment
relations and economic anthropology has been fundamental to developing our
understanding of varieties of economic experience, not only across space, but
also across time. However, economic anthropology often has focussed on
distribution and exchange. Within economic anthropology, it is mostly those
oriented toward political economy who have addressed the role of relations of
production and reproduction in the production of the environment. Eric Wolf
paved the way for political ecology and cemented anthropology’s contribution
to the study of the relationship between historically specific forms of surplus
extraction and environmental transformation. However, with the increasing
separation of political ecology from anthropology, and with the increasing
tendency of political-economic anthropologists to be concerned with
exploitation rather than human–environment relations, economic
anthropology’s contribution to the study of capitalism as an ecological system
subsided into the background. Political ecology in the tradition of Eric Wolf,
French structural Marxist anthropology or the contribution of the political-
economy inflected ethnography of the ecological consequences of British
imperialism are now the stuff of textbooks rather than active disciplinary
debate.

Are, then, debates around the Capitalocene a second chance for economic
anthropology to prove its strength in understanding the historical origins of our
contemporary environmental predicament? The political economy and political
ecology branches of economic anthropology today appear as separated twins.
Perhaps their reuniting is a chance for the Capitalocene to turn from label into
concept.

 

Natalia Buier

Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology
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If you want to reply to this column, or if you want to write a column or have an
idea for one, please communicate with James G. Carrier:
jgc@jgcarrier.demon.co.uk

CALLS FOR PAPERS, APPLICATIONS AND
SIMILAR

16th EASA Biennial Conference: New anthropological horizons in and
beyond Europe
 
21-24 July 2020, Lisbon
ISCTE-Lisbon University Institute and ICS-Institute of Social Sciences,
University of Lisbon
 
***Have your panel proposal sponsored by the Anthropology of Economy
Network***
 
The history of EASA conferences started 30 years ago in Portugal, in Coimbra,
with the conference “Anthropology and Europe”. Now EASA2020 is inviting you
all to join in celebrating the anniversary and deliberating the present in Lisbon,
at the conference New anthropological horizons in and beyond Europe.
The Call for Panels is now open and will close on 21 October. For more

information about the 16th EASA conference and how to submit read here.
 
Please consider submitting a panel that would be sponsored by the
Anthropology of Economy Network. At the last conference in Stockholm,
our network was among three EASA networks that had most panels
affiliated with it. Having your panel sponsored by the Network increases
its visibility and promotes your work among like-minded anthropologists.
Moreover, it is also good for the Network. If you would like to organise a
panel sponsored by the Network please contact the Network conveners
in order to discuss your proposal.  Panels to be co-sponsored by another
EASA Network are particularly encouraged.
 

The Anthropology of Economy network was launched at the 2012 conference of the
European Association of Social Anthropologists. The Network unites EASA members
who share an interest in the anthropology of economy.
Further information on the AoE
Network: https://www.easaonline.org/networks/economy/   

Contact for Newsletter inquiries and submissions: 

Detelina Tocheva, tocheva.detelina@gmail.com

 

AoE Network Newsletter 2019/2 was set by Ognjen Kojanić.
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