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British-born anthropologist and historian of anthropology. A graduate of University College, 

University of London [BSc (Hons)] and Oxford University [D.Phil. 1978], Urry taught school 

for a year in Jersey and then moved to Australia to work at the Australian Institute of 

Aboriginal Studies in Canberra. Later he taught in the Department of Prehistory and 

Anthropology at the Australian National University in Canberra before taking up a post in the 

Department of Anthropology at the Victoria University of Wellington in Aotearoa/New 

Zealand. He has held visiting research fellowships at the Universities of Winnipeg and 

Calgary. He retired from Victoria University in 2011 but continues to publish on Mennonites 
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